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From you Sounded out the word of the Lord …. In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad ,,,  I Thes. 1:8
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Missions in Malaysia 

Spread its Wings to the Regions Beyond

We, however, will not boast beyond limits, but will keep within the field that God has assigned to us, to reach out even as far as you. For we were not overstepping our limits when we reached you; we were the first to come all the way to you with the good news of Christ. We do not boast beyond limits, that is, in the labors of others; but our hope is that, as your faith increases, our sphere of action among you may be greatly enlarged, so that we may proclaim the good news in lands beyond you (the regions beyond, KJV), without boasting of work already done in someone else's sphere of action.  II Cor. 10:13-16, KJV

In mid-19th century, men and women from the British Isles, Europe, Australia, New Zealand and elsewhere left their comfortable homes, sailed to the regions beyond, and stepped onto the shores of the Pearl of the Orient with the precious pearl of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. From here, the missionaries called of God, directed by God, and looking only to God for their resources pioneered their way outside this lovely isle onto the undeveloped parts of the peninsula and even south to Singapore to plant the Gospel beacon and established assemblies of testimony for the Lord. 

For Penang, it began with Mr. Bausum from Switzerland (1855), Mr. & Mrs. John Chapman from Bristol, UK (1859), Alexander Grant, previously a Presbyterian, Miss Lucy A. Judd and William MacDonald. The last three were all from UK and came to Penang in 1866. 

Later Miss Emma S. Kidner (UK, 1874), Water S. Blick (NZ, 1898) who married Miss Fanny R. Lloyd (some in Penang and Butterworth would know her as Mrs. F. Blick), Miss Martha Reeves (NZ, 1898) and Miss Marion E. Davies (NZ, 1898) followed. 

Miss Elizabeth Dron (NZ, 1898) who later became Mrs. George Wilson (George was from UK) followed her husband to Taiping when she married. After them, came Mr. & Mrs. Philip J. Hocquard (1878), Mr. William D. Ashdown and Mr. Edward Eager (both from Greenwich, UK, 1888). During the following years many of the Lord’s workers spent varying periods in Penang. Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Tipson (UK, 1908), Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Hardwidge (UK, 1915 and 1916 respectively), Miss Martha Lindsey (1914) and Mr. & Mrs. Sidney S. Adams (Aust.), Miss Clare Shirtliff (NZ, 1930), Mr. Ernest Brewerton and his wife, Bertha (NZ, 1935), Gordon L. Blair (NZ, 1949), Mr. & Mrs. Albert E. Phillips (UK, 1950), Dr. & Mrs. Don Nichols and Mr. & Mrs. Arnold J. Clarke  (also about this time) besides many others who passed through after staying for a short time. Mr. & Mrs. William Wilson (UK, 1963) were the last foreign missionaries to serve in Penang when the Phillips went on furlough.








(cont’d.)

Towards the middle of the last century, Missions in Malaysia took giant strides to look to the regions beyond. It is now the Gospel for Asia and by Asians. Dr. Gnanamuthu Dixon James (commended by Klang Gospel Chapel in 1941) had this vision and started the Malaya Evangelistic Fellowship (1960) with a branch in Penang. Today it is the Asian Evangelistic Fellowship (AEF, as from 1972). The AEF now has more than 140 dedicated national missionaries in Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, Hong Kong/China, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands.

More recently, Mr. Loh Ah Asiau (formerly studying in Penang) has motivated a number of young adults from his assembly in Kajang and elsewhere to go to the regions beyond. Gospel Outreach Worldwide (GOW) which he formed now has workers, as well as, has established assemblies in Malaysia (see Prayer Bulletin 26, 27 Sept), Cambodia, Central Asia and China.

Believers in Penang and Malaysia have now taken a greater interest in the regions beyond. Mission trips have been organised, workers have gone, and fellowship gifts have been sent, to the Lord’s work among the IP settlements, to Afghanistan, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Sudan and Vietnam. Mission Nights in the past have had the privilege to report on and feature the Lord’s workers in these areas.

Are you a part of the Mission Night, The ECHOS, 

           and the Missions of this exciting 

             Missionary Movement of this Millennium?
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(  (  (  Mission Night Revisited
  The previous Mission Night held on 20th June, 2001, began with oral reports of latest happenings in the Mission Fields – Threatened gunboat shots on Christian Villages in Ambon, the kidnapping of Martin & Garcia Burnham (missionaries from the New Tribes Mission) in Philippines by Abu Sayyaf rebels, Ron & Sharon’s audio ministry in  Philippines, Dr. Colleen Redit’s trip to NZ, the ministries at CMCT, Sinnapan’s Tamil ministry and Cheong Wye Choon’s & wife’s mission work in Sudan.  There were also reports on Mr. Ung’s mission trip to Salatiga & his teaching ministry at the Salatiga Discipleship Training Centre, Indonesia. Mr. Ung explained the Statements of gifts received from the saints in the Penang Assemblies and related how some of these gifts were wonderfully provided to meet the needs of Grace Fellowship, the Harrisons and the Cowell families.

In the second part of the MN programme, we had Mr. Lee Min Choon, an elder from PJ Life Chapel with the assistance of Dr. Lim Swee Seng & Mr. Alvin Ng illustrating the interesting reports of the Team’s Indonesian Mission on a LCD projector.  Min Choon, who led the team to Indonesia on Feb 23 – Mac 3, 2001 brought along medical supplies for the needs of the locals there.  Illnesses were diagnosed; medicines and vitamin supplements were prescribed.  The locals benefited a lot from the dentistry services given out by the team too.

The team also had an engineering project (cistern project) for the locals for their water system.  They also had the opportunities to preach the gospel at Kruwok and conducted a youth meeting.  It was made known that there were practical areas of needs for the Lord’s work in Indonesia. Teachers of the Word and missionaries were greatly needed. It was also reported that though there were large numbers of conversions from Islam to Christianity, unfortunately there were not many who can follow them up to help them in their faith and a closer walk with God.

In the last part of the Mission Night programme, we had an interesting Special Dialogue Session with Min Choon on the Constitutional Rights of Christians in Malaysia: Our Rights to Religion – Right to Profess, 

    Practice and 

    Propagate our religion. 
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